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JonBnining 
P.O. Box 83950 
Lincohi,NE 68501 

Bruning for Senate 2012 Exploratory Committee 
P.O. Box 83950 
LinGohi,NE 68501 

Jon Brumng Exploratory Committee 
P.O. Box 84614 
Lincohi,NE 68501 

Respondents. 

COMPLAINT 

Complainant files this complaint.under 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(l) against Jon Brumng, the 

Bnming for Senate 2012 Exploratory Committee, and the Jon Bruning Exploratoiy Conimittee 

(collectively, the "Respondents") fbr violations ofthe Federal Election Can̂ >aign Act ("Act"), as 

described bdow. 

Jon Bruning is the Attomey Generd of the state of Nebraska. As Attomey Oenerd, he is 

responsible for knowing, defendmg, and upholding the law. Yet for abnost three years, Mr. 

Brumng and his two "exploratory committees" have refused to disdose theu: activities to the 

Federal Election Commission C'FEC") or the Ihtemd Revenue Service ("IRS"), in clear violation 
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of Federd law. This pattem of non-disclosure - dating back nearly three years - violates the 

Act, FEC regdations, and the Intemd Revenue Code, and deprives the public of its rigjht to 

know who is fimding Mr. Bruning's campdgn. 

A. FACTS 

On June 13,2007, Nebraska Attomey Generd Jon Brumng filed a Statement of 

Candidacy for the 2008 U.S. Senate race.' His 2008 U.S. Senate Committee, "Friends of Jon 
rH 

^ Bruning," raised $978,408.88 in contributions and nude $316,033.80 m expenditures.̂  Mr. 
f s 
<H 

H\ Bruning subsequently withdrew fiom; the 2008 Senate race. 
Nl 

^ Before filmg a termination report with the FEC, "Fiiends of Jon Brumng" transfoired 

^ $677,251.49 tb the "Jon Brumng Exploratory Committae" (hereinafter, the "fust exploratory 
rH 

committee") on December 31,2007. In the cover letter accompanying the termination report, the 

committee's Treasurer wrote, "Funds designated by contributors for the Primaiy election were 

transferred to an exploratory committee for a fiiture election and funds designated for the 

Oenerd dection were either refunded to the contributor, or, ifthe contributor requested in 

writmg, redesignated to the exploratory cominittee for a foture election."̂  But the first 

exploratory conimittee registered ndtfaer witfa the FEC nor with the IRS. as it wodd have been 

requued to do if it wished to be exempt fimn taxes and remain unregistered with the FEC As a 

result, tiie first exploiatoiy committee has never disclosed its activities - not to tiie FEC, tiie IRS, 

nor to tiie public at large. 

On November 5,2010, nearly three years afier filmg the teonmation report, Mr. Brumng ' See Statement of Candidacy by Jon Brunmg, avattdble at 
htto://hemdonl.sdrdc.comfadfl'895/27020190g95y27Q20190g9S.pdflha 
' See Friends of Jon Bninmg Teimhiation Rqiort, at 2, available at http:/iffienidfml.gdrdc.com/cp-
bm/fecunBffC00433193 (click on Temunatioo ReporfO (excerpts mcluded m Exhibit A). 
'Id 

* 5M I.R.C. §§527(0,0)-



clauned to be "exploring" a run for the U.S. Senate in 2012. On that same day, he announced the 

formation of a new exploratory committee, the "Broning for Senate 2012 Exploratory 

Conunittee" (heremafter, the "second exploratory committee"),' and launched a website.̂  

Continuing his three-year pattem of secrecy, Mr. Brunmg has not filed a Statement of Candidacy 

or designated a principd campdgn committee since his announcement, and the second 

exploratory committee has not, to date, registered with the FEC or the IRS. 

^ Mr. Bruning, in foot, has triggered iBctud candidacy. First, Mr. Bruning has sdd publicly 
rH 

ffl that he has aheady decided to be a Senate candidate in the 2012 dection. On November 6,2010, 
Nl 
^ the Omaha World-Herald reported that Mr. Bruning "sdd... that he codd not envidon a 
St. 
0 7 
1̂  scenano m i^ch he would not be a candidate." In the same article, Mr. Bruning was quoted as 
rH 

saying, "I want to run and Fm ready to run... Nebraska needs to replace Ben Nelson." On the 

same day, the Lincoln Joumai Star quoted Mr. Brumng as saying, "I can't imagme any 

conditions under which J wodd not run."' And his campdgn manager made clear that Mr. 

Bnming wodd be a candidate regardless of which other Republicans may enter the race.' On 

November 9, the Lincoln Journal Star reported that "Attomey Generd Jon Bruning announced 

In addition to havmg a difierent name, the second eĝ loratoiy oommittee has a dfiBerent P.O. Box than fhe first 
eî loratoiy committee. 
See httD:/Ahecaucus.hlogs.nvtimeg.com/2010/l l/OSMehrakka-attoniev-yenfrftUon̂ nff-rt-

aenataffpartneiFrasftemcF=ra8 (attached as Exhibit B). 
Pad Hammel, "Senate Interest for Brunmg, Stenbetg," OMAHA WORLD H&RALD (Nov. 6,2010), avattable at 

haD://www.Qniaha.coni/articleQ0101106/NEWS01/71106987̂ 202 (attuhBd as Exhihit Cl. 
Don Wdton, "Bnming says h6̂  actively exploriBg a Senate candidacy," LINCOLN JOURNAL STAR (Nov. 6,2010X 

avattdble at ht̂ p://younial«tar.yomfaewsAocal/govt-and-Politicg/«ticle g8d3c204̂ 8P-l ldf-805c-
QQ̂ »̂ 94̂ ^̂ „h|y[n̂  (attached as Exhibit D). 

See Hicia Miller, "Ben Nelson '12 ChaUengerEmBiges m Nebraska," ROLL CALL (Nov. S, 2010) (attached as 
Exhibit E) ("Bnmhig Campaign Manager Andrew Northwall, who oversaw his attorney general race and 
transitioned to the Senate campaign tids wedc, said his boss doesnt expect to cede tlie race to another Republican 
this time."); Wahon, "Bnmhig says he's actively explochig a Senate condidacy" .CBrumng subsequentiy bowed out 
of foe 2008 Senate race to clear field for Mike Johanns when he lesigped as U.S. seccetaiy of agricdture to seek 
foe Senate seat Bnmmg said he defbnredatfoe tune to foe wiAesofPnsideDtGeoigeW. Bush. Thatfsnotgdngto 
liappon agam, he said. I'm not askn̂  pennission. lYn not askmg fin* a blessmg.'"). 



last wedc he will sedc the Rqiublican nommation for the Senate seat."̂ ^ The next day, the 

Omaha World-Herald confirmed that "Brumng has declared his candidacy."" On November 13, 

the Lincoln Journal Star reported that Mr. Brunmg had "acknowledged tiie [formation of the 

exploratory committee] is a precursor to a foimd announcement that he will chdlenge Nelson m 

2012."" Findly. in an e-mdl to supporters on November 30, Mr. Brumng implored, "Please 

help me defeat Ben Nelson in 2012 by making a contribution today." 

Mr. Bruning is not simply "testing the watera"; he is abeady running a fdl-fledged 

Senate campaign, amassing funds and promoting his 2012 bid. On November 6,2010, tiie 

Omaha World-Herald reported that "Brunmg sdd Friday that he still has more tiian $600,000 m 

federd campdgn funds from his pievious nm and that he has hired four campdgn workera." 

On the same day, the Lincoln Joumai Star reported that "Bruning has started rdsing money for a 

Senate campaign, formed a four-person campdgn staff and is ready to roll."*' Mr. Bruning has 

already named a campdgn manager - Andrew Norfhwdl - and a campdgn chdiman - outgoing 

Nebraska State Treasurer, Shane Osbom.*̂  In his commimications witfa the public, Mr. Bruning 

faas made clear tfaat fais Senate campdgn has ahready begun. In his e-mail to supportera, quoted 

above, Mr. Biimmg specifically asks for contributions to "defeat Ben Nelson in 2012."*̂  When 

"Treasurer-dect Don Steiiberg ponders nee for Senate," LINCOLN JOURNAL STAR (NOV. 9,2010), avattdble at 
htlp://iouipalstar.comfaewgAocal/tovt-and>polilics/aftiĉ  975deg26-eb76-lldf-«ed0r001cc4c03286.html fatlached 
asBxfafohF). 
" "OOP poll finds Nelson vuhienble, viable," OMAHA WORLD HERALD (Nov. 10,2010), avattable at \ 
W'^'^'^mfl^ cmnhafidê  (attached as Exhibit GI. 

" MaigBiy Beck, "Osbom to chair Bnnungĵ  Senate campaign," LINCOLN JOURNAL STAR (NOV. 13,2010), avattable 
flrhttpV/iainiialatar.comfaewgAocal/artich8 9ededl6ĉ l-lldf.Wc7-001cc4cn02e0.hhn1 (attached as Exhibit HI. 
" -g** http-Z/iYww jnnhnminî  etwiAnail/sBve/em̂ ^ 1 30 ̂ 010.htei (attached as Exhibit I). 
1* See Hammel, "Senate Intenst for Brunmg. Stenbeig." 
" See WaUon, "Bruning says he's actively eiq)loring a Senate candidacy." 
^ See Miller, "Ben Nelson '12 Challenger Emeiges in Nebraska"; Beck, "Osbom to Chav Biudngi's Senate 
Cainpaign" COsbom said Bnmmg asked hun Thmdsy to duur his Senate campaign and he accepted."). 
"ht̂ p:/A»ww.ionbnming.coni/maa/aave/eannaik 11 30 2010.hhn 



he named his campdgn chauman, Mr. Efnming tweeted, "Nebraska State Treasurer Shane 

Osborne to chair our Canqnagn.̂  Likewise, the exploratoiy committee's webdte has a 

volunteer page, whidi reads, "Get Involved Witfa Tfae Campdgn."*' On tfaat page, Mr. Bruning 

asks volunteers whether they can: (i) make phone cdls, (ii) walk door to door, (iii) place yard 

signs, and (iv) woik in campdgn headquarters. It dso asks users to commit to "publicly 

supporting Jon ui tfae folloi^ng coalition(s)" and then lists severd affinity groups with whidi 

01 

^ supportera can affiliate (e.g. dected offidds, law enforcement, seniora, ete.). Mr. Bnmmg faas 

Nl purposefully left no dodit timt he is a candidate in fhe 2012 election and has dready begun 
Nl 

0 
Nl B. LEGAL ARGUMENT 

running a full-fledged campdgn for tfae Republican nommation. 

1. Mr. Bruning Has Failed Timely to File as a Federal Candidate or Disclose 
His Activity. 

The Act and FEC regdations define a "canduiate" as an individud who "faas recdved 

contributions aggregating in excess of $5,000 or made expenditures aggregating in excess of 

$5,000."̂ ^ Witfam 15 days of qualifying as a "candidate," tiie candidate must dedgnate, in 

writing, a principd campdgn committee.̂ * Witfain 10 days of designation, the principd 

campdgn coinmittee must file a Statement of Organization.̂  The principd campdgn 

coinmittee must file reports of contributions and expenditures witfa tfae FEC.^ 

Tfaere is a timhed exception fbr individuds wfao are "teatmg tfae watera" wiietiier to 

become a candidate. Funds recdved and payments made "solely for tfae puipose of detemiuiing 

" See http://twatBr.com/IonP^n f̂f̂ ftf»̂ qs/4230622713217024 (attached as Exhibit Jl. 

See http://̂ onbninuig.conii/hidex.php?Pn><MtTYPEpDEFAULT (attached as Exhibit K). 

^llC.FJL§1003(aXl). 

"5eff2U.S.C.§432(eXl) 

^ See 2 U.S.C.I 433(B) 

"5e« 2 U.S.C.§ 434(a) 



wfaetiier an individud sfaodd become a candidate" are not treated as "contributions" or 

"expenditures" for puiposes of 11 C.F.R. § 100.3.^ The "regulations seek to draw a distmction 

between activities duected to an evduation of the feasibility of one's candidacy, as distingdshed 

torn conduct signifying tfaat a private decision to become a candidate faas been made."^ Tfae 

"testuig tfae watera" exception, in otfaer words, does "not apply to campdgn activities undertaken 

once an individual has decided to become a candidate.^*^ 
m 
. Examples of activities tfaat "mdicate that an individud has decided to become a candidate 
rH 

include, but are not limited to" tfae following:'̂  
1*1 

^ • Tfae "individud uses generd public politicd advertising to publicize fais or faer intention 
O to campdgn for Federd office." 

*̂  • The "mdividudrdses funds m excess ofwhat codd reasondiiy be expected to be 1^ 
for exploratory activities or undertakes activities designed to amass campdgn funds tfaat 
wodd be spent after he or she becomes a candidate." In other words, "to stay within tiie 
exemption, funds must be rdsed ody for the puipose of financmg tfae exempt activity."̂ ' 

• The "individud makes or authorizes written or ord statements tfaat refer to faihi or her as 
a candidate for a particular office." 

• The "individual conducts activities in elose proximity to tfae election or over a protracted 
period of time." 

• Tfae "individud faas taken action to qudify for tfae bdlot under State law." 

Tfae FEC's "testing tfae watera" exception, however, does not apply when tfae "mdividud 

rdses funds in excess of wfaat codd reasonably be expected to be used for exploratory activities 

or undertakes activities designed to amass campdgn fimds fhat wodd be spent after he or sfae 

^ 5ee 11 CF.R. §§ 100.72(a), 100.131(a). 
^ Advisoiy Opmion 1982-3 (Cranston). 
^ Payments Received for Testing the Waters Abtivities, SO Fed. Reg. 9992,9993 (March 13,1985) (emphasis 

"llCFIL §100.720>). 
"so Fed. Reg. at 9993. 



becomes a candidate."̂ ' As the FEC has escplained, a "fondrdsmg effort designed and 

implemented to amass campdgn funds tfaat would be used for expenditures after [Mr. Bruning] 

faas become a candidate... is profaibited as a testing tfae waters activity."̂ ^ Likewise, tfae "testing 

tfae watera" exception does not apply when an "individud conducts [testing tfae water] activities 

... over a protracted period of time."̂ ' Engagmg in these activities "over a protracted time 

^ period wodd appear to diminish tfaeu usefdness fbr testing tfae watera puiposes and wodd 

0> 
1̂  conversdy suggest tfaat theu effect as a means of bdlding campdgn support wodd be 
rH 

Nl magdfied." '̂ 
Nl 

^ Based on fais representation m tfae termination rq)oit, wfaidi was filed under pendty of 
O 
Nl Federd folse statement law, Mr. Bnming has spent the last three yeara "testing tfae watera" for a 
rH 

potentid candidacy witfa nearly $700,000 in tiie bank. Sucfa a protracted, expensive 

"exploratoiy" period is clearly beyond tfae scope of tfae "testing tfae watera" exception. In 

Nebraska, a prospective candidate does not require nearly $700,000 - or tfaree yeara - to decide 

wfaetfaer to run. Instead, it appeara tfaat tfae 2007 transfer was a tactic to "amass" funds to be used 

ofief lie became a candidate in a foture election. Consequentiy, Mr. Bruning became a candidate 

some time ago, in wfaidi case lie sfaodd faave designated a principd campaign committee, and 

filed reports witii tiie FEC. His failure to do so may faave violated 2 U.S.C. §§ 432(e)(1), 433(a), 

and 434(a), und faas prevented tiie public fiom knowuig wfao is funduig Mr. Bnmmg's efforts. 

At tfae very least, Mr. Brumng clearly became a candidate no later tfaan November 5, 

2010, the day on wfaicfa fae announced tfae fonnation of a second exploratory committee. Witfa 

^ 11 CF.R.! 100.72(b)(2). 
^ Advisoiy Opmion 1981-32 (Askew). 
"llCF.R.§100.72(bX4). 
^ Advisoiy Opimon 1981-32. 



IS 
O) 
IS 

his statements and actions, fae clearly established himself as a Senate candidate for the 2012 

dection. The "testmg tfae watera" exception does not apply once a "decidon has been made to 

seek nomination for election, or dection, to a Federd office."̂ ^ Mr. Brumng's public statements 

demonstrate fhat sudi a decidon has akeady been made. Mr. Brumng faas dready stated publicly 

tfaat "I want to run and I'm ready to run... Nebraska needs to replace Ben Nelson" and tfaat "I 

can't imagine any conditions under wfaicfa I wodd not nm." Udike otfaera wfao have properly 

utilized tfae "testing the watera" excqition, Mr. Bruning's fundrdsing solicitations do not indicate 

Kl tfaat Mr. Bmning faas yet to detemnne whetiier he will seek the Republican nomindion, nor do 
Nl 

^ they stde that tfae funds rdsed will be used for testuig-tfae-watera activities.̂  Instead, Mr. 
O 
tn Bruning's most recent commimication states, "Please fadp me defeat Ben Nelson in 2012 by 
rH 

maiking a contribution today."̂ ' By "uidicatmg tfaat the solicited fimds will be used to campdgn 

agamst a specifically named opponent, [Mr. Brumng] effectively commumcates that fae is 

committed to the race, and no longer just evduating the viability of his candidacy ."̂ ^ 

Furthermore, the "testmg the watera" exception "expressly provides that it is not designed 

to allow any activities to promote a campdgn. "̂^ Likewise, tiie FEC "cautions specificdly tfaat 

... [activities] will fdl outside tfae testing tfae watera exemption if they, m context, rqniesent the 

establishment of a campaign organization."̂ ' Yet Mr. Brunmg faas already faked campdgn staff, 

induding a campdgn manager, and faas named a campdgn diauman. He has publicly refened 
^ Advisoiy Opmion 1981-32. 
^ ef. Advisoiy Ophuon 198S-40 (Republican Majority FumQ. 

^ Factual and Legal Analysis, MUR 5693 (AnAisohn) (findmg that uidividual was no longer "testing the waters"). 
FUrfhennoie, udike candidates who have conditioned foeir candidacy on anodier uidividual not entering fhe race, 
Mr. Bnmhig and his campaign manager have explicitly said tiiat they are nmmng regardless of whefher otiier 
candidates enter foe race. ef. Statement of Reasons, MUR S930 (Schuring) (individual who explicitly stated tiurt he 
would not be a candidate if incnmbent ran for re-election was still "testing foe waters" and not a candidate). 

Advisory Opmion 1981-32. 
'•/dl 



CO 

to his effort as a "campaign" and the second exploratory committee's website asks usera to "(}et 

Involved Witfa The Campdgn." Perhaps most strikingly, Mr. Brumng is dready asking potentid 

supportera wfaetiier tfaey can assist witfa core campdgn activities - sudi as making pfaone cdls, 

walking door to door, placing yard signs, and working in campdgn faeadquaitera - and wfaetfaer 

tfaey are wilting to publicly endorse fais candidacy. These activities are "less oriented to 

ascertalmng wfaetfaer there is an imtid base of politicd support adequate to launch a campdgn 

^ effiirt, aid more oriented to shoring iq} a base ahready identified tfaat will sustain-an ach^ 

J]̂  campdgn effort."̂ ' 
Nl 

^ For tfaese reasons, Mr. Bruning clearly became a candidate no later tfaan November 5, 

^ 2010. Therefore, d tfae latest, lie was required to dedgnate a principd campdgn conunittee no 
rH 

later tiian November 22,2010. That coinmittee was requued to file a Statement of Orgamzation 

no later than December 2,2010, and a report of contributions and expenditures no later than 

January 31,2011. The fdlure to td̂ e these steps in a tunely manner violates 2 U.S.C. §§ 
432(eXl), 433(a), and 434(a). 

2. 9y Maintaining a Secret Fund for Three Years, Mr. Bruning Violated 
Fedend Tax LAW and Most Pay Penalties at the Highest Coiporate Rate. 

Politicd organizations are exempt fiom tax on tfae amounts tfa^ rdse and spend for 

politicd activity - but ody if tfa^ fellow tfae disdosure requiiements of federd law. Tfaey must 

dtfaer (i) register and file repoits as a politicd committee witii tfae FEC (or a comparable state 

agency) or (ii) register and file reports witii the IRS (known as Forms 8871 and 8872).^ As tiie 

IRS faas e}q)hdned, "[a]n organization tfaat is requued to [register witfa tfae IRS by] filling] Foim 

8871, but foils to do so on a timely basis, wiU not he treated as a taxrexempt section 527 

^ 5M IJLC.§§ 527(0 



organization for any period before the date Form 8871 isftled."*̂  Likewise, an organization 

reqmred to disclose its contributions and expenditures to tfae IRS on Form 8872, but foils to do 

so, will be assessed a "penalty [of] 35% of the total amount of contributions and expenditures to 

wfaicfa a fdlure relates. "̂^ 

Tfae first and second exploratory committees faave not registered or filed reports witfa tfae 

FEC. In addition, accordmg to the IRS' website, tfae first and second exploratory committees 

^ have not filed a Form 8871 or Form 8872 (or a Form 990 tax return) witii tfae IRS.̂ ^ 
rH 

^ Consequentiy, the contributions and expenditures of both exploratoiy committees sfaodd be 
Nl 

^ taxed at the full 35% rate during the period in which the committees foiled to comply witfa these 

1̂  registration and reporting requuements. 

C. REQUESTED ACTION 

As we faave sfaown, tfaere is substantid evidence tfaat Respondent faas violated the Act 

We respectfdly request the FEC to investigate these violations, mcluding whether tfaey were 

knowing and willfiil, given Mr. Bruning's current job as Nebraska Attorney Generd and past 

experience with federd campdgn finance law. Sfaodd tfae Commission find reason to bdieve 

ffaat Respondents faave violated the Act, it diodd make a field investigation or audit of tfae two 

exploratory committees, purauant to 2 U.S.C. § 437g(2). Shodd the FEC detennine tfaat 

Respondent faas violated tfae Act, we request tiut Respondent be enjotned fit>m finther violations 

and be fined tfae maximum amount permitted by law. 

*̂  See http://www.irs.̂ v/mgtmct8ftnBriaR7yAf)̂  ,̂ tm̂  (emphasis added). 

^ See http:/̂ www.ii8.gov/mstniction̂ ftyT?/fM̂  (emphasis added). 

^ See http-7/fanng.it8.yovyt)eliticdQrBsSearch/seanih/basicScardi.jsp?ĉ ^ Mr. Bnmfaig's Attomey Generd 
committee filed aFoim 8871 m 2002, which suggests tiiat Mr. Brudng was aware of fois requirement under Federal 
taxhw. gflehttp7/fenHa.h8.yovŷ 1hica1QmSeardi/seareh/generatePDFÂ  
01%27ftfannTvng=P71. 

10 



Sincerely, 

LauraA. Wigley 

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me tius _ 2 0 ^ QfJ^Mcf^^J^ 2010. 

0 1 ^^"S^TvS^ 
0 I J , Be-, fiTft»-»i &aF«x28.2W2. 

r-i 
Nl 

o 
Nl 
rH 

£.4^/r> 
Notary Pub^ [)" 

My Cominission Expires: 1 

11 
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BRUNING www.ionbnjning.com 

U N I T E D j g I ^ ' | | B g o | t E N A T E P.O. Box 84614 Uncoln, NE 68501-4614 • 402-438-2400 
o g 
cc >? 

Mr. Tiads Brown 
Rqxirts Andysis Dividon o3 
Fedeml Election Gammissioo ' 
Wadiinglon, D.C. 20463 i;-^ 

RE: FriendsofJonBiudng,FEC«C06433l93 = 
0 " § 
^ DearMr.BnnwL' 
rri 
Nl Please find endosed the find report dosmgoirt die FHcDdsofJonBruniî  candidate 
Ml ccmimittee as ofDeoember 31,2007. Mr. Biuningpdilidy withdrew fiom the Ndnaska 
^ Senate rape and CTided his candidacy on November21,2007. 
G 
Ifl In aoooidanoe witii 2 U.S.C.433(dXlXtiiB0QmDadltteê  no loBger reodve any 
rH oonlributions or mdce any disbursonente tint wodd otfaenpia 

oommittee. The committee has no witslanding ddits or obligations. 
The oomnDttoebas no oesidudfuids or flonrcaah assets reandttiî  Ftands dcoignaliod ̂  
oontributcBTS for tfae Prirnary ai&etion ware transferred to en explmatoryoomim 
fbture dection and funds designated fbr tiie Oenerd dection were cilfacr refunded to tiie 
contributor, or, ifthe coptributer requested m writing, rertM 
comnuttee for a fiitniB election. No noncash assets have been converted to persond use. 

so 
K l 
IA 

§ 
rg 

In sum, please consider tfae Friends of Jon Bnming Committee dosed as of December 31, 
2007. 

Sincerdy* 

Mr. Douglas Ayer 
Treasurer 
Fcienda of Jon Brodng 

Raid for by FMonda el Jon Bruning. • Deuo Ayer. Tlwaaurer 
Rionds of Jon Bnjnlng is reqUM by Merri law ID ieport Ihe name, addraaa, oocuptf 

conMbuiBs over saoo par atacdoneycto. OonMwdonaarantttaxdeduelliieaadiaiBabladenailenatorfBdiialinoofflataxp^ 
OonlraiiiBoi>trDincoipowllon l̂uielynnalloiiala(fwnflraan card holdsrî , labor wJoriaa^ 
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FEC 
FORMS 

REPORT OF RECEIPTS 
AND DISBURSEMENTS 

For An Authorized Committee 

•'•^••i:I5-''-.!̂ S£NATr 

JOFEB-I* AMI):32 

awce Usa Only 
1. NAMEOF 

COMMITTEE (in fufl) 
1. NAMEOF 

COMMITTEE (in fufl) 
USE FEC MAILING LABEL 
OR TYPE OR PRiNT V 

Exampiedt lyping, lype | ' 
evarSialnes |„ „ 1 

1 Friends of Jon Bmning 
1 I l l 1 i 1 1 i 1 i 1 i • 1 ' i 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 r 1 I I I I I I I I I l l l l 

L J 1 1 1 l l l l l ' ' I I I l l l l l l 1 1 1 1 1 J . I J l _ L J 1_ 1 1 _L 1 1 1 1 M i l 
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Jon Brumng, Ndiraska Attomey General, Loddng at Senate Run in 2012 - NYTimes.com Page 1 of 1 

Ŝ jRlttflaili ftata 

nittCaiifiiis 
The PolMca anil CeiiBmroent Mom ei The 

NOVEMBER 8,2010,2:27 PM 

Nebraslca Attomey General L4)oldiig at Senate 
ByBERN/EBECNER 

The 2012 dection cyde is up and nmning. 

Jon Brumng, Nebradca's Republican attomey generd, announced on Ftiday that he was exploring 
^ a 2012 run for the Senate seat now hdd by Ben Nelson, a two-term Democrat. 

^ Mr. Bruning, wfao vron an uncontested third term as attorney general this wedc, teased tfae 
Ml pionounoement on Twitter on Thursday: "Isn*t it time we rein in Federd Spending and tdce 
Ml America bade?" 
XJ 

st His announcement comes one day after Dave Hdneman, Nebraska's popular Republican governor, 
1̂  sdd he wodd rather stay in fais current position tfaan malce a bid for fhe Senate. 

*̂  Mr. Ndsen, a former govemor who was dected to tfae Senate in 2000, is viewed as one of the most 
moderate Demcierats in tfae diamber. Butigben Nebraska's conservative lean - and Mr. Nelson's 
vote for Democratic initiatives like tfae faedtfa care overfaaul - his seat is viewed by Repiiblicans as 

. a prime pick-up opportimity. In generd. Democrats have to defend more than twice as many seats 
as Repubficans do in the Senate in two years. 

'While some Washington chatter has emerged suggesting that Mr. Ndson codd be a leading 
contender to switch parties, the podtioning firom Mr. Bnming - and other Republicans likely to 
also eicplore a Senate bid - underscores how unlikely it wodd be for Mr. Ndson to suddenly bolt to 
the G.O.P. Nebraska Republicans wodd like nothing .more than to knock Mr. Ndson out in a 
primary fight. 

Mr. Bnmiiig, 41, haa loiig been seon as a politician witfa an eye on higher office. He started a 
caiiqiaign for Nd>raslca'8 otiier Senate seat a few years ago, but eventualb̂  deferred to Mike 
Johanns, a former Republican govemor and agricdture secretaiy who cruised to victory in 2008. 

Whether Mr. Brumng wodd have the field to himsdf this time around remains to be seen. 
Nebrasika's three House membera are all Republicans, and Don Stenberg, a former Republican 
attomey generd, has run for the Senate imsuccessfolly before. Severd business leadera also may 
consider jumping into the race. 

CopyrIgM2010TheNawYbilcTlmMOanipany | PrtacyPoll^ | NYTiinBtxome20El8hlhAMniNNw»Yaik,NV1SOie 

fatlp://diecaucus.blogsJiytunes.coni/2010/l l/OS/nebraska-attomey-generd-lookmg-at-sen... 12/20/2010 
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Printer Friendly Version Page 1 of 2 

PubliihedNov6,2010 
Published Saluiday November 6,2010 
Senate interest for Bniaing, Stenbeig 
Bv Paul Hammel 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 

LINCOLN—Nebraska Attomey General Jon Bruning jumped Friday to the front ofa line of GOP candidates expected to run fertile U.S. 
Senate in 2012. 

Another potential candidate, Don Stenberg, said he would decide later, while a third, U.S. Rqi. Jeff Fortenbeny, said he is happy witfi his 
current job. 

The devclepmeatt came one day after Gov. Dave Hdneman, Nebraska's Icadiqg Rqniblican, announced he would fbigo a possible race to 
unseat U.S. Sea Ben Nelson, the stote's lesding DemociaL 

rH 
rH Bruning. whom observers had expected lo run if Hefaieman didn'̂  announced Friday moming dial he had formed an exploratoiy committee 
^ to aoiicit iiqwt fiom Nebraskans and laise campaign funds. 

He said, however, that he could not envision a scenario in whidi he would not be a candidate. 

**I want to run, and I'm ready to run,** tiw 41-yeaT̂ ld sdd. *Vebnska needs to iqilace Ben Nelson." 

Bruning's onnouncenMnt, conwig diree days after he won a tiiiid term as atloin̂  generd by a iandsUde, broû  
Demociato. Thqr said Bruning hid deodvol voten tiiia fall by runinng dnzens of le-electian ads saying tiut fae loved being attomey 
genenl. 

"Ambition is one diing—but it's just not honest to tell the voters how much you love your job, only to start running fiir another one 72 
hours after the dectioî " State Seiu Steve Lathnop of Omaha said in a itatement. 

Those advertisemento—part ofa repotted $232,000 in promotion tiirough mid-October fbr an unopposed race fbr le-dedion stoked 
chatter about Biuniqg'a amlntions. llw ads focused on his opposition lo the federd heddi care law tiiat tite Demociat-conirelled Cengreis 
passed es well as his office's participation in a multistaie lawsuit challenging die law's constitutionality. 

Over the paat three days, twdi Bruning and Heioeman have eondemned Ndaon's decision to provide the deciding 60tii vote to pass the 
hedtii law pushed by President Baiadc Obama. 

Bruning said Friday that while he feels that Nelson is a good guy, his votes in recent years have not reflected tfae wishes of Ndirukans. 

His decision to go with tiw healfh caie bill was catastrophic," Brumng aaid, adding tiiat tiie law will "banknqrt the country." 

A NelsoB qiokesinsn gave dw ssme rssctkm Fridqr to Biuniag's announcement as he did to Heineman's opting out of the race Tfauisday. 

Tldnaskans want a break fiom politics," aaid lake Thonapson of Ndson's office, callmg it too soon after liiesday's election to discuss 
2012. 

Ndson's popularity has taken a blow over tiw hedtii cere vote, tfiough ttw 69-year-«ld fbrmer gover 
money for a re-election bid. 

luqpe he nms. 1 titiidc he's done a great job and Nebraska needs him,** said l̂ noe Powers, a 
comraitleeraaii. 

BriniiBB, who iqmsented dw Gretna area in tiw LcgjsUtare befae becoffliivettotitoy genord in 200̂  
RqNiblicanFaî . 

He raised over Sl million in 2007 to chdlenge tton-U.S. Sen. Chuck Hagd. But Bnming; who iww lives in Lincohi, aaul he was persuaded 
to dnop oiit of tiw rsee by flten-President Geoge W. Binh and odieri after Mike John^ 

Jdhaans wondttt racê  and now RepidiKcena are eyeiagNdnBdca's last fisdecd office held by a Democrat—Ndson's Senate aeat 

fat|)://www.oinaha.coni/apps/pbcs.dll/d1icle?AII>^0101106/NEWS01/711069870/704... 12/20/2010 
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Bruning sdd Friday tint he still has more tiian S600,G00 in federd canqwign funds from his previous nm and tfiat he has hired Csur 
can̂ dgn workers. As the current president ef tiw National Association of Attorneys General, Bruning has a nationd platfbna fiom which 
to niae more num .̂ 

Stenbeig, when asked ebout Bruning's deciston, said he plans to first get tiie Stoto Treasurer's Office in order and tiien decide whether he 
will mount his fourth campaign fbr the Senato. 

'̂ f I become convinced tiiat I'm fhe best Republican leader in Nebraska to go to WasMngton to help tdce oor oountiy back, then 1 will run," 
Stedbeig said. 

Fortenbeny, in a statement Friday, said he was just re-elected to the House and is "very pleased" to serve there. 

A handful of others have been mentioned as possible OOP candidates. State Sen. Deb Fischer of Valentine said Friday that she has been 
urged to consuler nmu'ng. 

(N Bruning made it dear Friday tiut his quick announcement was not meant to scare off potentid candidates. He expects a handful of 
*H Republicans to join the race. 
00 
rH Tm ready for a scrum," he said. 
Ml 
Mi Contact tiw writer 

^ 402-473-9584, paul.hanunel@owhxom 
Q 
Ml 
^ . 

Copyrî  O2010 Omaha Worid-HenldO. All rî iis reserved. This materid nwy not be published, broadcast, rewritten, displayed or 
redistributed tor any purpose witiiout permission fiom tiw Omsha World-Herdd. 

ht̂ ://www.omaha.Gom/appŝ bcs.dU/aiticle?An>/201Ql 106/NEWS01/711069870/704... 12/20/2010 
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Bruning says he's actively exploring a Senate campaign Page 1 of4 
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Bruning says he's actively exploring a Senate campaign 

• Story 
• Discusdon 
• Jiaage(3) 

Brunmg says he's actively exploring a Senate campdgn 

By DON WALTON / Lincohi Joumd Star JoumdStar.com | Posted: Friday, November 5,2010 5:40 pm | 
(81) Comments 
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I Nd)raska Attomey General Jon Bruning announced on Nov. S, 2010, that he is lookmg into 
runnmg for die Senate m 2010 (ROBERT BECKER / Lincohi Joumd Star) 

fatlp://jounidstar.coin/news/locd/govt-and-politics/article_88d3c204-e8fi9-l ldf-80Sc-001... 12/20/2010 
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Related Stories 

• Related: Dave Hemenoanrdes out 2012 Senate bid 

• Related: Bnmmgfs involven̂ ent witfa Arizona unmigration law questioned 

Rdated Links 

• Related: More politics and government stories 

Count Jon Brunmg in. 
Biuaing, Nebraska's attomey generd since 2003, announced Friday that he has fomied an exploratory 
committee to consider a 2012 Senate bid. 
But that̂ s formdity. 

Here's fiict: Bruning has started raising money for a Senate campaign, formed a four-person campdgn staff 
and is ready to roll. 

"I can't imagine any conditions under whidi I wodd not run," he admowledged at a Friday moming news 
conference in Ifae Capitol Rotunda. 

"I want to run. Fm ready to nm." 

ht̂ ://jouinBl6tar.CQni/news/locd/govtHud-poUtics/article_88d3c204-e8f9-ll̂  12/20/2010 
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Bmmng says he's actively exploring a Senate campdgn Page 3 of 4 

Bruning is the first Republican to step forward since Gov. Dave Hememan sdd Thursday he vdll not be a 
candidate for the Senate seat now hdd by Democratic Sen. Ben Nelson. 

Otiiers are expected to follow. 

Among potentid candidates on a long list of GOP prospects, State Treasurer-elect Don Stenberg appcm 
the most cenain to jom the race. 

Bruning, 41, a former state senator, was re-elected to a third term as attomey generd on Tuesday without 
opposition. 

Although he believes Nelson is "aifine hunuui being," Bnming sdd, "I don't believe his votes have been 
reflective of our state." 

In particuUr, Brunmg took aim at Nelson's vote for hedth care reform legislation and his role m 
Nl negotiating amendments to the bill tiuit resulted in "die embarrassment of tiie Comhusker KickbacL" 

^ That amendment provided federd 'fimdmg for dl of Nebraska's additiond costs resdting fi:om expansion 
? ofMedicdd. 

Nelson sdd his purpose was to lay the groundwork for fiill fimduig ofthe new federal mandate for dl 

Bmniug said he wodd provide a vote in the Senate for less govemment and less federd spending. 

"On Tuesday, the American people took a giant step toward takmg our country bade," he sdd, "but mudi 
work remdns in order to fix what*s broken in Washington. 

"Our deficit contmues to grow to record levels and government spendmg remains undiecked," he sdd. 

Braning's annonncement drew imraediate fire fixim a trio of Democratic state senators fimn Omaha. 

"Ifs disqipmnting that Jon won't stop runiung for office long enough to even let tfae votes be counted fiom 
Tuesday's election," sdd Sen. Hedtii Mello. 

Sdd Sen. Jeremy Nordquist: "It's finddy dishonest for Jon Brumng to run hundreds of thousands of dollars 
worth of TV ads about how mnch he loves bemg attorney geneid atd snddedy pivot io tiie next campaign 
befiire tfae last dection is even certified." 

In a brief statement, SOIL Steve Lathrop echoed tiiose conunents. 

Bruning mounted a Senate campdgn in 2007 when he was prepared to diallengo Repdilican Sen. Chack 
Hagel's re-dectien. 

Hagd ultimately did not seek re-election and Brunmg subsequentiy bowed out of the 2008 Senate race to 
clear the fiekl for Mike Johamis wfaen fae resigned as U.S. secretary of agricdture to seek fhe Senate seat. 

Brunû  sdd he deferred at the time to tiie wishes of President George W. Bush. 

Thaf 8 not going to faappen again, he sdd. 

http://9ournalstar.coni/news/local/govt-and-politics/article_88d3c204-e8f9-l ldf-80Sc-001... 12/20/2010 
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"I'm not asking permission. Vm not asking for a blessing." 

Bruning sdd tiie healtii care reform hiw represents "a gross overreadi of federd power that comes with a 
price tag that is simply unsustamable." 

And, he sdd, he believes the law is imconstitutiond. 

The attomey general said he wodd welcome "a spuited primaiy" contest for the Republican nomination. 

Reach Don Walton at 402-473-7248 or at dwdton@joumalstar.conL 
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BenNelson' 12 Challeqgcr EnergBS inNebrada: Roll Call littp:/Avwwjollcall.coin/k]ews/-2002S9-l.hlnd?2kFriittd)le-tnie 

back to Article 

Ben Nelson '12 Challenger Emerges in Nebraska 
ByTiMaMntor 
RoBCriiaiBff 
Nov. 6,201a 2:37 pm 

Katmaka Mtomay Genaral Jon Bnadng 0^ announoad on Friday tttat ha la conaidarlng a 2012 chaRenge to Saa Ben Nalson (0). 

' 'I carft bnafllna any oondltlona under which I woiild not nm." Brunino aaid In a moming praaa oonfarenBa, eooording to lha Unodn Joumai Star. 

Branirtt'a announBeinBnl la tha latest donino to fall In tie qulddy davaloplnB Sarato race as ftopiAllcana atad to flibfk about knoddng off enauBh 
DamBcwto to win oonhol cf ttw Senate in ttw neat cycle. 

Nabmaka Gov. Daw Halnoman (Fl), who waa wllleV expected to oppoae Nabon and was poOng wal against the Incunfeent DemMrat, anaouneed IMa 
weekhe would not run fbr Senate. 

0) ltol8ontoldltoDCaDlnanintorvlewttil8WBekttiBthewouldiermineDeni)cral,not8wltehtott«GOPaaâ  
^ voOng reconl. i 

^ Bnadng. 41. woiAi preaertt a oonaMaraiila challanga to Nabon, 69, a tormar Netraaha govemor who was lint elaeiad to ttw Senato In 2000 and b 
*^ unpopUbrtottwOomhusfcar state. Afarmar atate aanater.Bnrtng was ttfatebcledettemeyganawl In 2002 art Ha 
Nl waa etoctedpiealdeni of ttw NattonalAaaodation or AllBmaya Generai in 2009. 
Nl 
^ h 2008 he planned a nn to replace Sea CtaiGkHagal(R),rahlng money ttvough an eî braloiyoomnl 
^ Ibrnwr Gov. MHw Johanna (R) ran Inalaad. Johaira wonttw laoa and to now aanring In WaaNnflton, D.C: Tha Omaha Worid̂ braid raportad ttwt Bnadng 
^ rataod 81 miDtan Ibr ttw ahort-Dvad 2008 bid and ttiat ha loU ttw praaa ha has $600,000 toft from ttwt race in a federal eooounL 

o 
fifl Bnaiing Campaign Manager Mdrew MBithwoll, who overaaw Ms attbinay general raoa and tranaUhmad to ttw Senate canqwlgn Ha weak, aaid hb boas 

doaant wvatl to cede ttw race to anottwr RapulHeanIHa flme. Ha aaid ttw campaign haani bwestod In pottng yet 

lofl 12/20/201010:07 AM 
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Treasurer-elect Don Stenberg poiiders Senate race Page 1 of 2 

Treasurer-elect Don Stlenberg ponders Senate race 

• Story 
• Discussion 

Treasurer-elect Don Stenberg ponders Senate race 

By tbe Lincohi Joumd Star JoumalStar.com | Posted: Monday, November 8,2010 2:23 pm | (34) 
Comments 

^ Font Size: 
(N Definilt font size 
^ Larger font size 

. 2 retwaet 

^ . j Re-mraendl Be ttie.mtoly^tttonda to recommend ttd. 

O 
Ml 

I Don Steiiberg, 2010 candidate for State Treasurer (courtesy image) 

Rdated Stories 

• Related: Brumng says he's actively exploring a Senate campdgn 
o Rdated: Dave Hdneman rules out 2012 Senate bid 

! 
• Related: Gov. Dave Hememan empowered by big win 
• Related: Nebraskans elect Stenbeig as treasurer, vote to keep the office 

State Treasurer-elect Don Stenberg sdd he'll decide later whether to enter the 2012 Senate race. 

ht̂ ://journalstar.coni/hewsAocaI/govt-and-politics/artide_97Sdec76-eb76-l ldf-aedO-001... 12/20/2010 
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Treasurer-elect Don Stenberg ponders Senate race Page 2 of 2 

"We need a new direction in America," he .sdd in a written statement. 'To do that, we need to replace Sen. 
Ben Nelson m 2012. 

"If I become convinced ttiat I am the best Republican leader m Nebraska to go to Washington to help take 
our country back, then I will run.", 

Attorney Generd Jon Brunmg announced last week he will seek the Republican nomination for tfae Senate 
seat. His announcement followed Republican Gov. Dave Heinenum's decision not to enter the race. 

Stenberg, a Republican, was defeated by Nelson, a Democrat, for the Senate seat in 2000. 

Ndson has indicated he plans to seek re-election. 

fattp://jouinalstar.coin/news/locd/govt-and-politics/article_97Sdec76-eb76-l ldf-aedO-001... 12/20/2010 
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Printer Friendly Version ltttp://www.omaha.conVapps/|)bcs.dl/artide?AICN20101109/NEW., 

PiiblidiedNov9,20iO 
PilbSshed TuMday Noveojiber 9,2010 - | 
GOP poll finds Nelson vulnerable, viable 
BvRobvmTVswir 
WORLD-HERALO STAFF WRTIER 

M 
CO 
»H 
Nl 
1*1 
SJ 
ST 
O 
Ml 

Sea Ben Nelson, D-Neb. 

A ststewkle poll oommisskned by tiie Nebraska Republiean Party offers good and bad news for U.S. Sen. Ben Nelson, D-Neb. 

The liad newa for Nebon: The aenator coiiU find hmuelf the underdog if he decides to run in 2012, according to the poD. 

The good: His approval rattogs appear to bie trendaig up. 

The survqrdiows Nebon trailing Rqnibliî Attofnqr Generd Jon Bruning by 15 percentage pointo in a head-to-head bypotiwtied 
maldiup. 

But the GOP poll abo ftaand Nehon's fkvoisble ratingat SO percent—ŵ  an unfkvorabk rating of 43 percent. 
i 

IBs qiproval nttog—in a GOT survqr tint kioked at likê  votem and, as such, empbssiied Republicana ~ appean to have i 
since January, when an Omaha World-HenkI PoD of regbtared voters fbund tint 42 percent a|iproved of tiw Demboat shottiy after he 
test the deekUog voto in fkvor of President Baradc Obama's heaUi-care bnv. 

i 
Nebon, «du) b considered poIitieBlly wouikled because of tiud vote, says he b leâ  
Ibnnd dBdantions. 

Ndson indicated Tuesdqr tiiat he was pbssed witii die poD diowing hslf of Ndnaskans, mcluding some Rqniblicans, spproved of hb 
job perfbrmance. 

Tven oftor thsy qieot millions of dolbra in attack ads afldnst heath carê  tiiek own partisan polling showa Senator Nebon witti strong 
epprovd rattoPi" seal Jdce Thonqison, a Nebon qwkesman. 

ThoenpaoB saM Nebon wouki wait to inalm a fmd decbkm about hb politiBd fitfure neem 

Nebon's percdved vuhwiabillty b ̂ ailang conshtonUe interest among GOP ofEcdioIders. So far, onbr Bruning has declared hb 
candidaqr. Otiier potentid cpntenden faKUde State Treasurer̂ kct Don Stenbeig; U.S. Rep. Jeff Fortnbeny of Lmcob snd Speaker of 
tin Legbbture MDce Fbod, tiioiigyi Fkmd told the Norfidk Daî  News he has no interest in tiie Senate. 

The QOP poO was lakea Nov. 2-3. A survqred 499 likeV voters, widi a maigta of error of phis or minus 4.4 perceotagp points. 

The majority ofvoteisinduded were Rqndilicsns, at S6 percent. Onbr 31 percent were D̂ ioKicrBt, whib ID percent klentified 
dwmsdi'es as independsDl. 

lof 2 12/20̂ 010 9:51 AM 



Printer Friendly Version btlp://www.oinaha.com̂ apps/i)bcs.dll/article?AID=/20101109/NEW... 

Republicans in Ndiraska constitoto diout 48 percent of regbtered voters, whik 33 percent are Democnto. Roistered ndependento are 
19 percent. 
Jordan McGrdn, executive director of die jMate GOP, sokl tiie heavy conoentrstion of Rqiublican voters m tiie surv̂  reflects the fiKi 
tiiat, generally speaking Repubficans vote at hi^r rates tiun Democrats. 

h 2008, about 52 percent of tiune who cast bafloto in Ndiraska's gmctal dectton were Rq}id>lie8ns, he saxL That same year, 
Denuwrsto represented 38 percent of those who voted: In 2006 tiie GOP portion was 56 percent, KfeGram said, ̂ diik Democrato was 
34 pcrccnL 

McGrain abo sdd the stote party induded Brunmg in its poll because he was tiie only Republican contender consdered a Kkdy candkiate 
aitiietime. 

Contact tiie writer 
444-1309, robynn.tysver@owh.com 

Ml 
<M i 
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Osbomto chaic BnBungfa Senate canfMugn lit4)://joumalstar.coni/i]ews/lQcal/article_9ed6dl6o-ef61-l ldf-bfc7-

Osborn to chair Bruning's Senate campaign 
• Story 
• Discussion 

Osbom to chair Bruningfs Senate campaign 

By MARGERY A BECK / The Associated Press JoumalStar.com | Posted: Saturday, November 13, 
2010 2:01 pm | (3) Comments 

Font Size: 
f^ Defiiult font size 
^ Larger font size 
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I Shane Osbom (JOURNAL STAR file photo) 2/24/2005 pg IB Navy pikit Shane Osbom 
(finm left) talks witti Allen Beerman (CORRECTION NOTE: Correct name is Allen Beennann) and 
Gov. Dave Hdneman before tiie Uncoh Rotary hmch Wednesday at The ConihuskBr. 

Nebraska's outgoing state treasurer, who had been considered a possible GOP candidate tb challenge 
U.S. Sen. Ben Ndson in 2012, has instead agreed to chair feUow Republican Jon Bruningi's campaign fbr 
the Senate seat 

Bruning was just re:elBcted Nebraska's attomey generd 

Treasiuer Shane Osbom had been mentioned by those watching Nebraska politics as a possible 
chaHenger to Ndson — the bne Democrat in tfae state's congressioiial detegatkm — afier fhe Republican 
fevsrhe. Gov. Dave Heinenum, said he woddnt run. 

lof2 12/20/2010 9:52 AM 



Osbom to chair Bnmingfs Senate caiqpaigp hl̂ ://jourDalstBr.coni/nBws/local/article_9edcdl6c-ef61-l ldf-bf67-... 

But Osbom, a divorced, fiiU-time fiither of three who opted not to seek re-election as state treasurer, said 
hê  not interested in such a wê ty campaign. 

"Maybe someday Til took at that kind of run, but for now Fm just focused on taking care of my three ' 
kids," he said. 

Osbom said Brunmg asked him Thtusday to chair his Senate campaign and he accepted. The attomey 
generd has tfae '*nĝ t priorities and conservativB values" to defeat Nelson m two years, Osbom said. 

"My plan is to help him in any way I can," he sad. 

Osbom, who was raised in Norfolk, became a national celebrity in 2001 when a Navy surveiUance pbne 
' he was pitoting over ttie South China Sea collded witti a Chinese fighter plane. He successfolly landed 

CO 

^ his crqspled ptene on a Chinese island, but he and his 23 crew members spent 11 days in captivity before 
^ beioig released. Osbom was fatter awarded the Distinguished Fl̂ nig Ooss. 
rH 

Mi He hsft tfae Navy in 2005 and was dected state treasurer in 2006. 
Nl 

^ Osbom's 2009 divorce became public when his estranged wife cbimed he abused her. Osbom denied the 
p aflegations, and law enforcement officials said their investtgation found no evidence of abuse. A court 
Nl falter awarded Osbom sole custody of tfae coupled three diildren. 
rH 

BiHming announced Nov. 5 - tfaree days afier fais re-eleetiou and a day afier Hdneman said he wouldn't 
pursue a Senate run — that fae had launched an exptoratoty committee to sed̂  tfae U.S. Senate seat. He 
acknowtedged the step T& a precursor to a fimnal announcement fhat he will cfaallenge Nelson in 2012. 
Oopylito JflianBHrGfln Ali|||aiiciciwdLThhBBiBilJHî yiicttoprt8daAbBodMitiewitiMiwicdtorfaaBd. 
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JonBnning fat^://www.joidmiinngcoiii/neiysave/eanmik_ll_30_2010.fatm 

Having teouble viewmg tiiis email? View it m vouc browser. 
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FOI- Senate 2012 Exploratory Committee 

In the News 

• Bnming'Ready* to run for 
Senate 

• The Fix: Ndson in danger 
• RoUCalh Ben Ndson'12 

challenger emerges in 
Nebraska 

» New York Times: Nebraska 
Attomey Generd 

Senate 

Senator Ben Nelson just voted to contmue tfae practice of 
earmarks. In an artide by tfae Joumd Star, Nelson is 
quoted as saymg: "Siniply getting rid of earmarks won't 
change one dime's worth of spendinĝ  

CO'-iTRIBUTE riijV/i 

VO JJNTEER FOR JCf 

I disagree with Senator Nelson on this issue and wodd 
have voted dong with Senator Mike Johanns to place a 

on eanmuks. Ben Nelson is wrong. If >ve vraukl have 
banned earmarks in 2010 alone, it wodd have saved 
taxpayers over 1S.9 Billion dollars. We need to stop this 
out of control speiding and stop mortgaging our children'! 
fiiture. 

Please he^ me defeat Ben Nelson in 2012 by makfaig a 
contribution today. Together vfe can take back tfais 
countiy and bring trae Nebraska values to Washington. 
Thanks, 

Team Bruning 
Join us on Faoebooĥ  Jon Bruning 

TWitter and You[rube to get 
up to the minute updates 

on Jon's campaign. 

io j i lc tc l 

Contact Us 

Bmning for Senate 2012 
Expioratoiy Committee 

l o f l 12/20/2010 9:53 AM 
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Twitter / Jon Bnming: Nebraska State Treasuier S... fatlp://twitter.con)rJonBniDii|^statusei/4230622713217024 
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buiibker 
• Lopn 
• JomTvritterl 

Nebraska State Treasurer Shane Osbome to chair our Campaign. http://bit.lv/c96SbS #Nebraska 
#Senate2012 9:51 AM Nov 15tii via web 

li 
JonBnming 
Jon Bnming 
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Jon Bniniqg:: Get Involved Witii The Canpaign fatlp://joribnBiiitg.com/index.pbp?PID-2&TYFE-DEFAULT 
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SIGN UP FOR 
UPDATES 
Campaign Updates 

sign up tor Campaign Updaiesl 

Email • 

Nama 

County 

EVENTS 

GET INVOLVED WITH THE 
Volunteer Sign-Up 

Name 

Pint 

Email 

Addrass 

SUMtAddrcn 

AddriBUM2 

Stiti / frovlnn / Raalon 

tamI/ZipCode 

Phena Number 

Countiy 

I can: 

• Make Phone Calls 

• Walk door-to-door 

• Place Yard Signs 

• work In tha campaign haadquartars 

I want to Publicly Support Jon In the ftoiiewing cealltlonts) 
• Dected Officials 

• Haalthcare Industry 

• Ag-Producara 

• law Enfercement 

• Small Buaincu 

• Faltti 

• Insurance 

• Seniors 

• 2nd Amendment / Gun Owners 

• Students 

• Attorneys 

• Educators 

• Flreflghtcrs 

O Noma Builders / Realtors 

• Pre Ufa 

• Republicans 

• Unions/l̂ bor 

• Veterans/MilitaryFamilies 

• Woman 

• Young FrefiBSSIonais 

lof 2 12/20/2010 9:55 AM 
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